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By Appointment
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Use Blackboard Email
Prerequisite:

Minimum grade of C in ENC 1101 or ENC 1101H or IDH 1110
Course Description:
 

Examines world mythology in comparative perspective, analyzes
myths with a variety of methods, and considers the application of mythological ideas and symbols in the humanities. Mythology is a Gordon Rule course in which the student is required to demonstrate college-level writing skills through multiple writing assignments. Minimum grade of C required if used to satisfy Gordon Rule requirement.
My Teaching Philosophy:
My personal philosophy is best summed up in a quote by the great Greek philosopher Socrates: “Education is the kindling of a flame, not the filling of a vessel.”  My goal in this course is to set your mind on fire and to engage you, not to simply fill your head with facts.  I want to explore ideas and concepts with you, not ask you to repeat dates, names, and statistics.  I will never forget reading the inscription above the entrance to Dodd Hall when I was a student at Florida State University: “The Half of knowledge is to know where to find knowledge.”  Somewhere between these two profound statements is where I aim for this course to reside.  The experience you are about to enjoy is a reflection of this ongoing effort.  
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Classroom Culture:

Over the next few weeks we will create a culture in this class.  There is a 50% chance that this culture will be terribly negative and, conversely, there is a 50% chance that it will be wonderfully positive.  By spending some time getting to know each other at the beginning of the term, I hope that we can tip our odds in favor of the positive side.  The creation of a culture is an ongoing process and we will continue to develop it throughout the term by observing it, discussing it, and making changes when necessary so that the learning environment remains positive for everyone. (I know this is an online class, but we will still need to work hard to create a positive climate.)
Biography:

My name is Donald Cary and I attended Colonial High School in Orlando, Florida.  I graduated from Florida State University where I earned my B.A. in 1994, and my M.A. in 1997 – both are humanities degrees.  I have taught in the public school system since 1997 and at Valencia College since 1999.  My favorite book is Wuthering Heights  by Emily Bronte (perhaps the most twisted novel ever penned); my favorite food is pizza (one look at my waistline will confirm this fact); my favorite movie is Slingblade (it should have won 10 Oscars – it won one); my future goal is to master this crazy profession (after 16 years, I’m no closer than I was when I began); and my personal quirks are simple: I am an avid FSU fan (How ‘Bout Them ‘Noles?!?!), and I possess a fiery Italian personality – if you want to stop me from talking, just tie my hands behind my back, ha ha!!)  
Text:

The World of Myth; David A. Leeming.  Second Edition.  Oxford University Press.  

ISBN: 978-0-19-931636-6

Contacting the Instructor:

If, at any time during the term you need to contact me, please do not hesitate.  You may use the following number:
(407) 491.2716 – This is my cell phone number.  Please call this number if you have an urgent problem. Please keep in mind that I do not have any control over technical difficulties that may occur.  For technical issues you will need to contact the Blackboard help desk at 407.582.5600. I will be happy to assist you with all other issues.    
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Contacting the Instructor, continued:
· E-Mail Address:

You will be able to contact me using the mail tool located inside the course shell.  I try my very best to respond to emails at least once every two days, but my responses are usually more frequent than that.  Assignments will not be accepted via email unless requested by me.  I also check my college email; however, I will use Blackboard email to send you messages throughout the term.  Just in case you need it, my Atlas email is dcary@valenciacollege.edu.  I check this email address daily.

Core Competencies:

VALENCIA’S STUDENT CORE COMPETENCIES

Valencia College’s Student Core Competencies are complex abilities that are essential to lifelong success. These general competencies can be applied in many contexts and must be developed over a lifetime. They specify how learning can be expressed and assessed in practice. They enable students and faculty to set learning goals and assess learning within and across the many disciplines of human inquiry .

THINK
Think clearly, critically, and creatively
Analyze, synthesize, integrate, and evaluate
in many domains of human inquiry
To think, what  must you do?

a)
analyze data, ideas, patterns, principles, and perspectives


b)
employ the facts, formulas, and procedures of the discipline


c)
integrate ideas and values from different disciplines


d)
draw well-supported conclusions


e)
revise conclusions consistent with new observations, interpretations, or reasons
How and where must you think?

•
with curiosity and consistency


•
individually and in groups
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VALUE
Make reasoned value judgments and

responsible commitments
To value, what must you do?

a) recognize values as expressed in attitudes, choices, and commitments


b) distinguish among personal, ethical, aesthetic, cultural, and scientific values


c) employ values and standards of judgment from different disciplines


d) evaluate your own and others' values from individual, cultural, and global perspectives


e) articulate a considered and self-determined set of values

How and where must you value?

•
with empathy and fair-mindedness


•
individually and in groups

COMMUNICATE
Communicate with different audiences using varied means
To communicate, what must you do?

a) identify your own strengths and need for improvement as communicator


b) employ methods of communication appropriate to your audience and purpose


c) evaluate the effectiveness of your own and others’ communication

How and where must you communicate?

•
by speaking, listening, reading and writing


•
verbally, non-verbally, and visually


•
with honesty and civility


•
in different disciplines and settings
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ACT
Act purposefully, reflectively, and responsibly
To act, what must you do?

a) apply disciplinary knowledge, skills, and values to educational and career goals


b) implement effective problem-solving, decision-making, and goal-setting strategies


c) act effectively and appropriately in various personal and professional settings


d) assess the effectiveness of personal behavior and choices


e) respond appropriately to changing circumstances

How and where must you act?

•
with courage and perseverance


•
individually and in groups


•
in your personal, professional, and community life

Assignment Breakdown:



The assessment for this course will be broken down as follows:

· Module Assignments:

The assignments for this course will be broken into modules.  To access the modules you will need to click on the “Learning Modules” tab.  The modules will be listed on the course shell week by week as we progress through the term.  Therefore, on June 21 you will only be able to access the orientation discussion, orientation assignment, Module #1, and the research paper.  There are six modules.  To complete each module, you will need to read the corresponding unit in the textbook.  When submitting assignments for each module, you can either complete the assignment in the box that is provided when you access the assignment or you can attach your assignment as a Word document.  Please make sure that you attach a Word Document.  If you attach a zip file document I may not be able to access the assignment and you will be asked to resend the assignment.  Please make sure that you follow this mandate closely.  Each term this costs at least one or two students a satisfactory grade in the course because they did not pay attention to the proper formatting of their assignments.  Each module will include a video (starring me!) to help you delve deeper into the content, and module #4 will include at least one TED Talk video concerning the afterlife. A few Joseph Campbell videos will also be included for variety and depth. 
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Module Assignments, continued:
There will be at least 1 assignment and one discussion connected with modules 1, 2 4 and 5.  Modules 3 and 6 will consist of the midterm and final exam, respectively.  For the first three modules you will have roughly five-six days to complete the assignments.  Remember – this class will be over in six weeks.  The pace is rapid, so you must keep up on the due dates.  Also, remember that the original discussion posting will always be due within two days of the opening of the module.  This will ensure that everyone has something to which to reply.  I have listed each of the modules, their contents, and the dates that they will be available below.  The breakdown looks like this:

Orientation Discussion:  
You will submit a quick personal sketch so everyone in the course can get to know you.  You will also provide some information concerning your familiarity with mythology and its concepts.  Complete the Orientation Module discussion at any time beginning June 21 and ending on June 26 at 11:59 PM.  Your original discussion post must be completed and posted by June 23 at 11:59 PM.  The discussion will be worth 21 points.  You must complete both portions of the orientation module in order to participate in the class. Failure to do so may result in your withdrawal from the course.
Orientation Assignment:
This assignment will be part of the orientation and it will be due on June 26 at 11:59 PM.  It will be worth 50 points.  
Module 1:  The Four Functions of Myth and Abstract and Concrete Language: 
Complete Module assignments at any time beginning June 21 (in case you wish to get started early) and ending on July 1 (due at 11:59 PM)

View Video 1 and read course text:  1st Assignment (50 points), Discussion #1 

(21 points)
Module 2:  Aetiological Stories:  
Complete Module assignments at any time beginning July 1 and 

ending on July 6 (due by 11:59 PM)

View Video 2 and read course text:  2nd Assignment (50 points), Discussion #2 

(21 points)
Module 3:  Veneration, Healing, and Status Rituals:  
Complete Module assignment at any time beginning July 6 and 

ending on July 12 (due by 11:59 PM) 

Read course text, view video #3, and review all videos and text:  Midterm Exam
Cary/HUM 2310 Online/Summer Term 2016/Page 7
Module Assignments, continued

Midterm Exam:
The midterm exam will be available on July 6.  You will have until 

           July 12 to complete the exam.  

Research Paper:
Complete the Research Paper at any time beginning on July 12 and ending on July 17 (due by 11:59 PM) (120 points).  *This assignment will be available  beginning on the first day of the term in case you wish to get started early.
Module 4: Visions of the Afterlife:  
Complete Module assignment at any time beginning July 17 and 

ending on July 22 (due by 11:59 PM)

View Video #4, view TED Talk Video(s) and read course text: 4th Assignment (50 points); Discussion #3 (21 points) 

Module 5:  The Hero's Journey/Archetypes:  
Complete Module assignments at any time beginning on July 22
and ending on July 27 (due by 11:59 PM) 

View Video #5, read course text:  Assignment #4 (50 points)
Module 6:  Transmission of Myth:
Complete Module assignment (Final Exam) at any time beginning on July 27 and ending on August 1 (due by 11:59 PM) 

View video #6, review all videos and text:  Final Exam

Final Exam:
The Final Exam will be available on July 27.  You will have until August 1 to complete the assignment.   
Cary/HUM 2310/Summer Term 2016/Page 8
Research Paper Topic:

For this module, you will write a research paper on the following topic: 

Choose any culture you wish – Greek, Norse, Native American, Chinese, etc. - and explain how three specific myths functioned as literature, science, and religion within the culture.  Be as specific as possible and make sure that you explain the myths in great detail before beginning your analysis.  In addition, assess how and why these three myths are still important in the modern world.  

Make sure that you make use of AT LEAST three sources – Wikipedia will not be accepted.  Using MLA, APA, or the system of your choice, include a works cited page and properly cite your sources in the body of your paper.  

Plagiarism will be treated harshly!!
· The research paper will be due at 11:59 on July 17.

Exam Information:
· Midterm Exam:

This exam consists of one essay.  The essay will be worth 150 points.

You may take the midterm exam at any time beginning on July 6 and ending on July 12 by 11:59 PM.
· Final Exam:

The final exam will consist of one essay topic.  The essay will be worth 150 points.

You may take the final exam at any time beginning on July 27 and ending on August 1 by 11:59 PM.
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Grading Breakdown/Valencia Grading Scale:



The grading breakdown for HUM 2310 looks like this:

Orientation Discussion 

x 21


21 points

Orientation Assignment

x 50


50 points
3 Discussions
 

x 21


63 points

4 Assignments


x 50


200 points

Research Paper 


x120


120 points

Midterm Exam

          x150

           150 points
Final Exam



x150


150 points
Total







754 points

A
=
675 – 754      

B
=
599 – 674      

C
=
524 – 598        

D
=
448 – 523       

F
=
0     – 447  
The Valencia Grading Scale looks like this:
A = 90 – 100    B = 80 – 89    C = 70 – 79    D = 60 – 69    F = 0 – 59

Attendance:



Since HUM 2310 is an online course, we will not have regular meetings.  
Make Up Policy:

There WILL BE NO MAKE UP OF EXAMS ALLOWED.  All modules will remain open until the end of the term.  If you miss an assignment or a discussion, you will be allowed to submit it; however, you will lose almost half of the value of the assignment.  Additionally, if you miss the midterm exam or the final exam, you will not be allowed to make up the exam.  Please make sure that you take the exam during the window of time that is provided for you.  MAKE EVERY ATTEMPT TO SUBMIT ASSIGNMENTS WHEN THEY ARE DUE!!!
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Feedback:  

Please understand that I am responsible for three sections of this course each term.  I will do my best to provide timely feedback.  It has been my experience that most students submit assignments at the very hour they are due.  If this happens, I will try my best to provide feedback on each module within one week of the completion date.  IF, AT ANY TIME DURING THE SEMESTER, YOU DESIRE SPECIFIC FEEDBACK ON A SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENT, PLEASE CONTACT ME THROUGH EMAIL OR BY PHONE AND I WILL TAKE CARE OF YOUR REQUEST IMMEDIATELY.  I do my best to read every word that you write so that I can provide you with constructive feedback on each assignment.  As far as the discussions are concerned, I read ALL posts but I only respond to a certain number of posts – those that I find particularly thorough and those that need some correction; however, I will respond to AT LEAST two of your discussion postings during the term.  The majority of the feedback will concern the assignments, the research paper and the midterm and final exam essays.  If you follow the suggestions that I make early in the term, you will be very successful.  In addition, grades for this term are not due until December 16.  I will try to have them ready well in advance, but there is a chance that they may not be ready until the end of the term.  Your understanding is greatly appreciated. 

Withdrawal Policy:  

In order to withdraw from this course with a W, a student must complete the withdrawal process on or before Friday, July 22, 2016, and can be done via ATLAS, but do it early in the event you have any computer-related challenges and need to come in person before the office closes.  You will not be permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal date.  Please note that I am permitted to withdraw you from the course for lack of participation.  
Student Code of Classroom Conduct:
The Student Code of Conduct has been recently revised and it is very thorough.  In order to save space in this syllabus, I have provided a link to the code.  You may access the code on the Valencia website.  

http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/default.cfm?policyID=180&volumeID_1=8&navst=0
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Academic Honesty:
The Academic Honesty Policy has been recently revised and it is very thorough.  In order to save space in this syllabus, I have provided a link to the policy.  You may access the policy on the Valencia website.  

http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/default.cfm?policyID=193&volumeID_1=8&navst=0
Quality of Work:

If you submit work that is not what I deem to be college-level quality, I will submit the grade through Blackboard as a zero, send you an email explaining the situation, and I will allow you to make the necessary changes and resubmit the paper to me via Blackboard email.  Reasons for such a decision on my part would include, but would not be limited to papers that are not properly cited, papers that are filled with grammatical and stylistic issues, etc.  Please make sure that you proofread and edit your papers diligently before submitting them.  Each Valencia Campus employs a writing center that can provide tremendous paper writing support.  Make use of this wonderful resource!  Papers or discussions that are plagiarized will be assigned a zero and you will not be granted an opportunity to resubmit the assignment.  
Class Rules:

1. Turn in every assignment on time!

2. Make sure that you submit your assignments as Word Document attachments.  

3. Contact the instructor on a regular basis if you need assistance.

4. If you plan to withdraw from the course, contact the instructor first.  

5. If you get behind contact the instructor; do not plan to turn in everything during the last week of the course.  
Miscellaneous:

If you have a physical or learning disability, please feel free to talk with me before or after class.

Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities 
Cary/HUM 2310/Summer Term 2016/Page 12
OSD Locations and Contact Information:
For information concerning the OSD, click on the following link:
http://valenciacollege.edu/osd/
I reserve the right to change the class schedule at any time.  I will inform you of any changes that will take place.  I hope that you enjoy the course and that you benefit greatly from its content.  

